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Global assessment of the rise of Western capitalism using Ireland as a key case study.
First published in 1986, this work challenges underdevelopment analyses of Africa’s past
experiences and future prospects, and builds upon a very wide range of recent historical
research to argue that the impact of Capitalism has resulted in economic progress and
significant improvements in living standards. In marked contrast to the dependency approach,
they propose that the important political and economic differences between the experiences of
developing countries should be stressed and analysed. The argument is supported by a
detailed look at the emergence since 1900 of capitalist social relations of production in nine
different countries.

Red Inc. takes issue with the view that economic development will eventually promote
democracy. It outlines in detail the enormous social costs of the rapid rise of China's
economy. Although many observers argue that Deng Xiaoping introduced capitalism to
China in the late 1970s, Schaeffer believes that capitalist development really began
during the 1950s under Mao Zedong. But although Mao made relentless efforts to
generate the capital needed to finance economic development, his regime failed to
promote any real growth. Schaeffer shows that the remarkable rise of its economy in
recent years has provided China with new and often corrupt sources of wealth and
power that have enabled it to resist democracy. He brings into sharp focus the
consequence of the regime's uncompromising approach to capital accumulation.
Essays largely on Studies in the development of capitalism, by M. Dobb.
This book provides a broad and comprehensive survey of the development of capitalism in
Russia from the collapse of the Soviet economic system to the present, and includes the
results of substantial new research on the current state of a wide range of Russian enterprises.
Simon Clarke – a well-known authority in this area: surveys the old Soviet system charts the
progress through the early post-Soviet period, when neo-liberal theorists’ ‘shock therapy’ did
not lead to the immediate development of a capitalist market economy, and traditional
enterprises became hugely loss-making considers the crisis of 1998, and its effects, which
included the curtailment of speculation, and growing investment in the old industrial sector,
which in turn put the new small and medium sized enterprises under increasing pressure
discusses the wider theoretical implications of the Russian experience for other transitional
economies.
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The four essays in this book offer a sweeping reinterpretation of Latin American history
as an aspect of the world-wide spread of capitalism in its commercial and industrial
phases. Dr. Frank lays to rest the myth of Latin American feudalism, demonstrating in
the process the impossibility of a bourgeois revolution in a part of the world which is
already part and parcel of the capitalist system.
What lies at the center of the Mexican colonial experience? Should Mexican colonial
society be construed as a theoretical monolith, capitalist from its inception, or was it
essentially feudal, as traditional historiography viewed it? In this pathfinding study,
Enrique Semo offers a fresh vision: that the conflicting social formations of capitalism,
feudalism, and tributary despotism provided the basic dynamic of Mexico's social and
economic development. Responding to questions raised by contemporary Mexican
society, Semo sees the origin of both backwardness and development not in climate,
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race, or a heterogeneous set of unrelated traits, but rather in the historical interaction of
each social formation. In his analysis, Mexico's history is conceived as a succession of
socioeconomic formations, each growing within the "womb" of its predecessor. Semo
sees the task of economic history to analyze each of these formations and to construct
models that will help us understand the laws of its evolution. His premise is that
economic history contributes to our understanding of the present not by formulating
universal laws, but by studying the laws of development and progression of concrete
economic systems. The History of Capitalism in Mexico opens with the Conquest and
concludes with the onset of the profound socioeconomic transformation of the last fifty
years of the colony, a period clearly representing the precapitalist phase of Mexican
development. In the course of his discussion, Semo addresses the role of
dependency--an important theoretical innovation--and introduces the concept of
tributary despotism, relating it to the problems of Indian society and economy. He also
provides a novelexamination of the changing role of the church throughout Mexican
colonial history. The result is a comprehensive picture, which offers a provocative
alternative to the increasingly detailed and monographic approach that currently
dominates the writing of history. Originally published as Historia del capitalismo en
Mexico in 1973, this classic work is now available for the first time in English. It will be
of interest to specialists in Mexican colonial history, as well as to general readers.

Ben-Porat examines the development of capitalism in Israel, a state where
capitalism has not yet reached its full potential, but continues its evolution.
Capitalism and the Third World aims to provide a comprehensive assessment of
dependency and world systems scholarship, and questions whether such
theories offer a scientific basis for the study of international relations. Wil Hout
compares the theories of dependency and world systems with their theoretical
predecessors and competitors.
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